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“He who eats My flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life,
and | will raise him up on the last day.” John 6:54
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One day Jesus said.

“Let the children cometo Me'....



Jesus loves us infinitely

and has proved it by choosing
to remain with us at all times
unto the end of the world.

To stay with us,

Jesus humbled Himself

to the point of being hidden
under the lowly forms

of bread and wine.



Dear children, let us begin right away by talking about bread and wine... You most likely are familiar with
bread; alittle less with wine, but surely you know something about it.

What does Jesus wish to tell you about bread and wine?
Something very interesting.
Something amazing and marvel ous.
A true surprise, one of its kind!

Listen well.

At the Last Supper, afew hours before His Passion,
Jesus took bread and wine and gave It to those at
table with Him.

But...He added:

“Takethis, al of you, and eat of it,
for thisis My Body, which will be
given up in sacrifice for you.”

“Takethis, al of you, and drink of it,

for thisisthe chalice of My Blood,

the Blood of the new and eternal covenant, , T —
which will be shed for you and for all, Questo calic

for the remission of sins. [+ 12 Nuow Allnst g
Do thisin memory of Me.”

el mwo Sengue

This chaliceisthe New Covenant in My Blood



And Jesus promised: But what is all this?

It isthe Eucharist.
“He who eats My Flesh and drinks My Blood,
has eternal life.”

“He who eats My flesh and drinks my blood has eternal
life, and | will raise him up on the last day.” John 6:54

Do we wish to speak of it?

Y ou have been told and will be told that the Eucharist is Jesus Christ, true God and true Man,
and that Jesus becomes redlly present in the white Host and in the consecrated Wine during the
Mass.




How can all this be?

In what way does all this happen?

The words of consecration “transubstantiate” the bread

and wine into the Body and Blood of the Jesus.

What along and difficult word!

Transubstantiate means to pass from one substance to another. After the consecration, the
form or externa appearance of the bread and wine remain unchanged, but their substance does
change, becoming that of the Body and Blood of Jesus.

L et us explain the words.

Substance: from the Latin word substantia.

Substantia: sub means under, stantia means that which stands.

Substance is something which stands under. It can’t be seen, but it’s there.

Y ou also have something in you that can be seen and something that can’t be seen.
We can see your body, your head, your hands, and so on.
But your soul, your intellect, and your thoughts can’t be seen.




In each of you there is the substance and there are a so the forms or appearances.
The substance is your body and your soul.
The species are your color, your height, your health, and so on.

The substance of bread and wine also can’t be seen.

The substance of Jesus can't be seen. Before the consecration, there is the substance of bread
and wine, but after the consecration, there is the substance of Jesus. However, the forms or
appearances of bread and wine remain unchanged.

Forms, appearances, accidents: let us explain these words.

Species. comes from the Latin word aspicio, meaning “to look at,” and therefore means
something you can see and touch.

Appearance: is something that appears, is outside, and can be seen and touched.

Accident: is something that happens, that takes place, but not in a permanent way. It's here
today but tomorrow it might not be.




Therefore:
Substance: is something that stands under but cannot be seen.
Species or appearance or accident: is something that stands above and can be seen and touched.

1 Beforethe consecration, we have the bread and wine with their substances and their species
or appearances or accidents: quality, smell, taste, color, quantity.

2 After the consecration the substance of the bread and the substance of the wine are no
longer present, for they have become the Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity of Jesus Christ, but
the species or appearances or accidents remain unchanged.

In the Eucharistic species, Jesusisrealy
present, With His Body, Blood, Soul, and

Divinity
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How did this happen?
By the authority of Jesus, the priest celebrating the Mass transubstantiates, which means, he
changes the bread and wine into the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ.

God is omnipotent and is able to do this.
God is omniscient and knows how to do this.
God isthe only Being who can create from
nothing, for He can do everything!

Why should we prohibit God from doing it?

We adults are really strange.

But you are not!

We adults assume that powerful and wise people can
do incredible things, but not God.

When transubstantiation takes place, the priest says.
The Mystery of Faith.

In other words, not all doubts are wiped out, nor that
al confusion disappears.

Toreview:

In the Eucharist Jesus Christ, True God and True Man, is present. He is present under the
species or appearances of bread and wine.

Once you have consumed the Host, Jesus stays in your body for about fifteen minutes.




He stays, this means that He is really present as He was in Palestine during His public life. He
IS present but hidden under the species or appearances of bread.

A quarter of an hour is fifteen minutes, which is 900 seconds. Take advantage of this time!
And then, the Communion wipes away your venia sins. And Grace becomes multiplied as long
asyou remain in the state of grace and do not commit a mortal sin.

¥

Here is the message for you from Jesus.

You areadl intelligent,

you have a memory and imagination,

and in the future you will be very capable men and women.

But the most important thing is to receive Holy Communion as
often as possible!
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ITALY, 750 Eucharistic Miracle of Lanciano

In the year 750, in the Abruzzi village of Lanciano, above the place where a Church dedicated
to St. Francis of Assisi now stands, a Eucharistic miracle took place whose precious Relics are
still preserved today, and which are open

for visitation. The various chronicles of

the time tell how in the year 750, a priest O

was celebrating Holy Mass. Exactly at

the moment of the Consecration, the
priest was tormented by strong doubts as
to whether the Body and Blood of Jesus
were truly present in the consecrated
Host. He had just finished the
Consecration when he noticed that the
Host had been transformed into Flesh and
the Wine into Blood. The priest, filled
with regret for having doubted, began to
weep and seek pardon from God. In the
chronicles, the testimony of numerous
members of the faithful who witnessed
the Miracle is also recorded. In 1970,
exactly 12 centuries later, the Archbishop
of Lanciano and the Provincial Superior
of the Conventua Franciscan Fathers
arranged for the Relics of the Host turned
into Flesh and the Wine turned into Blood
to be anayzed by the noted professor
Edward Linali, director of the hospital in
Arezzo and professor of anatomy,
histology, chemistry, and clinical
microscopy. On March 4, 1971, the Professor presented a detailed summary of the various
studies carried out. Here are the basic conclusions:

1. The “miraculous Flesn” istruly flesh, made up of striated muscle tissue of the
myocardium (part of the heart).

2. The “miraculous Blood” is truly blood: the chromatography (color) analysis proves this
with absolute and irrefutable certainty.



3. The immunological study shows that the Flesh and the Blood are definitely those of
human being and the immuno-hematological test alows us to affirm that both belong to
the same blood group AB, the same group as that of the man of the Shroud (of Turin) and
the blood group typical of the populations in the Middle East.

4. The proteins contained in the Blood have the normal distribution, in the identica
percentage as that of the serum-protein pattern of normal fresh blood.

5. There were no traces of the salts or other preservative substances used in antiquity to
mummify corpses.

This report was published in various international scientific journals and
attracted a great interest in the whole world, so much so that in 1973,
the Superior Council of the World Health Organization appropriately
appointed a commission of scientists who carried out more than 500
examinations on the Relics from the Miracle. The commission
confirmed the results of the analyses carried out by Professor Linoli. In
addition, the scientific commission declared that the Flesh and the
Blood of the Miracle of Lanciano are just the same as they would be if
they had been taken that very day from a living being. In the extract
summarizing the scientific investigations of the World Health
Organization (WHO) and the United Nations (UN), published in
December of 1976 in New York and Geneva, it was declared that
“science, aware of its limitations, is forced to admit the impossibility of
giving an explanation.”

S

(2) St. Francis Church was built aimost five hundred
years later, in 1258, above the chapel where the
(1) Monstrance containing the Sacred Relics miracle occurred




(3) Relic of the wine that was turned into Blood

(4) Stonetablet of 1631 describing the miracle

(5) Painting which depicts the miracle,
now located in the Va secca Chapel




ITALY, 6th-7th Century Eucharistic Miracle of Rome

Among the most important works in which this Eucharistic Miracle, which occurred in Rome in
the year 595, is mentioned is The Life of Blessed Pope Gregory, written by a deacon named
Paul in 787.

It was the custom in those days that the bread
used for the Eucharistic Celebration was
prepared by the faithful themselves. Pope St.
Gregory the Great was a direct witness of this
Miracle. One Sunday, while he was
celebrating Holy Mass in the ancient church
dedicated to St. Peter, at the time for
distributing Holy Communion, he noticed that
among the faithful standing in line there was
aso present one of the women who had
prepared the bread for the Consecration. She
was laughing out loud. The Pope, visibly
disturbed, asked her what was the reason for
her behavior. The woman defended herself by
saying she could not bring herself to believe
how it was possible that the bread which she
herself had prepared with her hands, thanks to
the words of consecration, had become the
Body and Blood of Christ. At that point, St.
Gregory prohibited her from going to
Communion and implored God to enlighten
her. Just when he finished praying, he saw
the very portion of bread prepared by that
woman change into flesh and blood. The
woman, repentant, knelt down to the ground
and began to weep. Even today, part of the
Relic of the Miracle is preserved at Andechs
in Germany, a the loca Benedictine
Monastery.
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(1) The Church of the Benedictine Monastery at Andechs
(2) Reliquary at Andechs, which today still contains the Host from the Miracle

(3) Painting of Nicolo Circignani, also known as || Pomarancio, The Eucharistic Miracle of . Gregory
the Great, lunette of the portico in the atrium of the Church of St. Gregory the Great at Celio, Rome

(4) The Miraculous Mass of S. Gregory the Great, by Domenico Cresti (1559-1638)
(5 Mass of . Gregory, the Hieron Museum, Paray-le-Monial

(6) Adrien Y senbrandt, 16th century. Apparitions of Jesus with the signs of the Passion during a Mass
of . Gregory



ITALY, 1171 Eucharistic Miracle of Ferrara

This Eucharistic Miracle occurred at Ferrara, at
the Basilica of Santa Maria in Vado, on Easter
Sunday (March 28, 1171). Fr. Peter of Verona,
prior of the Basilica, assisted by three of hisfriars
(Bono, Leonardo and Aimone) was celebrating
Easter Mass and when the time came for the
breaking of the consecrated Host, he saw a
stream of blood spray from the consecrated Host,
which stained the little vault overhanging the
dtar of sacrifice with its tiny drops. Bishop
Amata of Ferrara as well as Archbishop of
: Gherardo were immediately informed of the

| occurrence, and were able to see in person “the
Blood which appeared in alively red color on the
little vault above the altar.” In 1595, to better
preserve it, the little vault was enclosed in a small
shrine which still can be seen at the Basilica of
Santa Maria in Vado at Ferrara. In the earliest
| documents, the testimonies of some of the
faithful who were present at the miracle are
recorded, in which they tell of seeing the Host
assume a blood-red color and of notlcmg the
figure of an Infant in it.
The church immediately
became a pilgrimage site, and was successively restored and expanded by | 4
order of Duke Ercole (Hercules) | of Este, beginning in 1495. Among |
the most authoritative testimonies that report the Miracle, there is the |
Bull of Pope Eugene IV (March 30, 1442) and the manuscript of Gerardo
Cambrense from the year 1197 which is preserved at the Lamberth
Library in Canterbury. Eventoday, in the Basilica, now in the care of the
Missionaries of the Precious Blood of St. Gaspare of Bufalo, Eucharistic
Adoration is held on the 28th day of each month in commemoration of
the Miracle, and each year, in preparation for the feast of Corpus Christi,
the Forty Hours' Devotion is celebrated. In 1971, the 800th anniversary of the Miracle was
celebrated.

. N




(2)

3)
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(1) The Church of Santa Mariain Vado, Ferrara (Italy)

(2) Thelittle vault sprinkled in Blood.

(3) Thelittle shrine which encloses the Sacred Vault (1594). The right side of the cross-vauilt.
(4) Pope John Paul 11 standing in front of the Vault at Ferrara.

(5) Bull of Pope Eugene V.

(6) Painting by Bodoni, The Miracle of the Blood., Canvas placed on the ceiling of the Shrine.



ITALY, 11th Century

At Trani, in Puglia (Italy), there is
preserved at the Church dedicated to St.
Andrew the Relic of this Eucharistic
Miracle, which took place around the year
1000 and is recounted in numerous
documents. A woman from a non-
Christian religion, not believing in the
truth of the Catholic Dogma of the Redl
Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist,
assisted by a Christian friend, during the
celebration of a Holy mass, succeeded in
stealing a consecrated Host. The woman,
as if to challenge God, then placed the
consecrated Host in a greased frying-pan
over afire. Suddenly, a great quantity of
blood started dripping from the Host and
spilled out onto the floor, to the point of
flowing out to the doorway by the
entrance of the house Brother
Bartolomeo Campi describes in his work,
“The Beloved of Jesus Christ,” (1625) an
accurate account of how these events
unfolded: “Pretending to be a Christian,
the woman went to communion with the
others...and having taken the Particle, she
took it out of her mouth and placed in her
handkerchief. Returning home, and
wishing to test whether it was bread or
not, she placed that blessed Particle into a
pan full of oil in order to fry it...Upon
contact with the boiling oil, the Particle
miraculously became flesh dripping with
blood, and the hemorrhaging of blood, as

Eucharistic Miracle of Trani

we might call it, did not cease at that point, but instead, so much blood spilled out of the pan that it flowed out
and flooded the entire house. Terrified and full of dread, the woman began to scream...and the neighbors
immediately ran to see what might be the cause of such great wailing...” The Archbishop was immediately
informed of the occurrence and ordered the miraculous Host to be reverently brought back to the church.
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(4)

) (6)

(1) The Church of St. Andrew, from which the woman who committed the sacrilege stole the Host.
(2) The pan which the woman used to fry the Host.
(3) Theinterior of the house of the woman who committed the sacrilege, transformed into a chapel in 1706.
(4) Anancient depiction of the Miracle
(5) Reliquary of the 17th century containing the miracul ous Host
(6) The Cathedral Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary at Trani.
The Relics of the Miracle were preserved here for many years.



ITALY, 11th Century

(1) The Hermitage of Fonte
Avellana, where St.
Peter Damian lived.

Eucharistic Miracle of St. Peter Damian

St. Peter Damian, Doctor of the Church, describes an
important Eucharistic Miracle of which he was a direct
witness in his work “Opusculum XXXIV, Patrologia
Latina, vol. CXLV,col.573.” We record here in
trandation the episode as the Saint himself recounts it:
“This is a Eucharistic event of great importance. It
took place in 1050. A woman, giving into some
abominable temptations, was about to take the
Eucharistic Bread to her house to commit a sacrilege.
However, a priest noticed what was happening, chased
after her, and recovered the Host which the
sacrilegious woman had stolen. At that point, when he
unfolded the white linen in which the Sacred Host had
been wrapped, noticed that it was transformed in such
away that half of the Host had become the Body of the
Lord in avisible way, while the other half maintained
the ordinary appearance of Bread. By such clear

~ testimony, God wished to triumph over unbelief and

heresy on the part of those who refused to accept the
Real Presence in the Eucharistic Mystery: in half of
the consecrated bread, the Body of the Lord was made
visible, while the other half was |eft in its natural form,
to better demonstrate the redlity of sacramental
transubstantiation on which takes place at the
Consecration.”

(2) St. Peter Damian



ITALY, 1227 Eucharistic Miracle of Rimini

In the city of Rimini, it is still possible
today to visit the church built in honor of
the Eucharistic Miracle worked by St.
Anthony of Padua in 1227. This episode
Is cited as well in the Begninitas, a work
considered to be among the most ancient
sources for the life of St. Anthony. “This
holy man was conversing with a Cathar
heretic who was against the Sacrament of
the Eucharist, and the Saint was on the
point of leading him to the Catholic Faith.
But this heretic, after the many and varied
arguments, declared: ‘If you, Anthony,
succeed with a miracle in proving to me
that the Body of Christ is truly present in
Holy Communion, then |, after totally renouncing heresy, will immediately convert to the
Catholic Faith. Why don’t we issue a challenge? | will close up one of my animals for three
daysin acage, and will make it feel the torment of hunger. After three days, | will lead it out in
public and will show it some prepared food. You will stand out in front with a monstrance
containing the Body of Christ. If the animal, passing up the fodder, hastens to adore his God, |
will embrace the faith of your Church.”” St. Anthony, enlightened and inspired from on high,
accepted the challenge. The appointment was set in the Piazza Grande or Grand Plaza, (now
the Piazza Tre Martiri or “Plaza of the Three Martyrs”), attracting an immense crowd of curious
observers. On the day appointed, at the hour agreed upon, the subjects of this unusua challenge
made their appearance at the Piazza Grande, followed by their supporters — Saint Anthony by
the Catholic faithful, Bonovillo (this was the Cathar heretic’'s name) by his disbelieving alies.
The Saint stepped forward, holding in his hands the consecrated Host enclosed in a monstrance,
the heretic holding the starving mule by his hand. The Saint, after asking for and obtaining
silence, turned to the mule with these words. “By virtue of and in the name of your Creator,
Whom |, however unworthy | may be, hold in my hands, | tell you and command you: come
forward at once and render homage to the Lord with due respect, so that evildoers and heretics
may understand that all creatures should bow before their Creator, Whom the priests hold in
their hands on the altar.” And at once the animal, disregarding his master’s food, obediently
approached the saint: it bent its front paws before the Host and remained there in humble
adoration. Anthony had not been deceived in respecting the sense of fairness on the part of his
opponent, who fell to his feet and publicly renounced his errors, becoming from that day
forward one of the most zeal ous cooperators of the wonder-working Saint.
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(1) The Shrine of the Holy Eucharist, Rimini

(2) The Church of St. Anthony in Tonara

(3) The Miracle of &. Anthony. Museum Collection of the Diocese of Milan

(4) Altar constructed on the shaft of the pillar from which St. Anthony worked the miracle
(5) Eucharistic Miracle of . Anthony, by Salvaterra de Magos, the Matriz Church, Portugal

(6) Fresco of Girolamo Tessari (1511), Basilica of St. Anthony, Padua



ITALY, 1228 Eucharistic Miracle of Alatri

At Alatri, the Relic of the Eucharistic
Miracle which occurred in 1228,
consisting of a fragment of the Host
turned into flesh, is still preserved today
at the Cathedral of St. Paul the Apostle.
A young woman, to win back the love of
her boyfriend, had recourse to a
sorceress, who ordered her to steal a
consecrated Host in order to make alove
potion from it. During the Mass, at the
time of Holy Communion, the young
woman succeeded in stealing a Host,
which she concealed in a piece of cloth.
When she arrived home, however, she
noticed that the Host had been
transformed into bleeding flesh. The
woman then ran to the sorceress and
together they made their way to the
Bishop to ask forgiveness. Numerous
documents recount this miracle, among
which is the Papal Bull Fraternitas Tuae
(March 13, 1228) written by Pope
Gregory 1X in response to the Bishop of
Alatri, who asked him how he should
deal with the two women who
committed the sacrilege. The Supreme
Pontiff Gregory IX pardoned the two repentant women, interpreting the episode as a sign sent
by the Lord in response to the various heresies concerning the Real Presence of Jesus in the
Eucharist which were circulating at that time.

&

(1) Paintingsinthe Cathedral of Alatri which depict the various ph of




(4)

(2) Cathedra of St. Paul at Alatri
(3) Chapel where the Host turned into flesh is exposed

(4) Monstrance where the Relic of the Miracle is preserved



I TALY, 1230-1595 Eucharistic Miracles of Florence

In the Church of St. Ambrose in Florence,
the relics of two Eucharistic Miracles, one
which occurred in the year 1230 and the
other in the year 1595, are preserved.

Inthe Miracle of 1230, a priest named
Father Uguccione, as he finished Mass, by
mistake left some drops of the consecrated
winein the chalice. The following day,
when he returned to celebrate Mass in the
same church, he found in the chalice some
drops of living blood which had
coagulated and turned into flesh-color.
The blood was immediately placed into a
cruet made of crystal. Among the most
authoritative testimonies which recount
thismiracle is that of the historian
Giovanni Villani. In 1399, Pope Boniface
IX, granted to the faithful who visited the
Church of St. Ambrose and contributed to
the adornment of the Reliquary of the
Miracle the same indulgence granted for
those visiting the Porziuncolain Assisi. In
1980, the 750th anniversary of the Miracle
was commemorated.

The second Eucharistic Miracle took
place on Good Friday of the year 1595. By
accident, a candle was left lit on the altar
of the side chapel, named the Chapel of the
Holy Sepulchre, causing araging fire. The
people ran at once to put out the fire and
managed to salvage the Blessed Sacrament
and the chalice. In the genera confusion,
six consecrated Hosts fell from the
ciborium onto the flaming carpet, and yet despite the fire, the Hosts were recovered intact and still next to each
other. In 1628, the Archbishop of Florence, Marzio Medici, after examining them, found them to be incorrupt
and so had them placed in a precious reliquary. Each year, during the Forty Hours devotion which takes place,
the Relics of the two miracles are exposed together in areliquary also containing a consecrated Host for public
adoration.
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(1) Basilicaof St. Ambrose, Florence
(2) Interior of the Basilica of St. Ambrose

(3) The precious Tabernacle, sculpted by Mino of Fiesole,
where the Relics of the two Miracles are preserved

(4) Details of the decorations present in the tabernacle where
the Relics of the two Eucharistic Miracles are preserved



I TALY, 1240 Eucharistic Miracle of Assisi

St. Clare of Assisi’s great faith in the
Eucharist brought about this Eucharistic
Miracle, which is described by Thomas of
Celano in the Legend of &. Claire, Virgin,
contained in Franciscan Sources. In 1240,
Saracen troops employed by Frederick 11
of Swabia, known for their savagery and
cruelty, were assembled at the monastery
of San Damiano, where St. Clare and her
fellow sisters resided. St. Clare, filled
with trust in the Eucharistic Jesus, with
| great courage took the Blessed Sacrament
and went out with it to face the Saracen
troops, begging God to spare the life of
her sisters and to protect the city of Assigl.
The Lord heard the fervent prayers of St.
Clare and immediately the Saracens, as if
repelled by a mysterious force, moved
away from the monastery of San Damiano
and departed from the city of Assig,
which did not suffer any damage.

(1) Icon present in the Baslica of St. Clare, Assisl.
Clare's faith in the Son of God and Son of Mary, hidden
in the poverty of the Eucharistic bread, reduced to
nought the power of her enemies

: N
(2) Saint Clare and the Saracens,
fresco by Piero Casentini, at the Holy (3) The Monastery of
Cross Monastery in Pignatore Magiore St. Damianin Assisi




ITALY, 1264 Eucharistic Miracle of Bolsena

In the summer of 1264, a Bohemian priest
named Father Peter of Prague came to Italy
to be received in audience by Pope Urban
IV, who was residing a Orvieto that
summer together with numerous cardinals
and theologians, among whom St. Thomas
Aquinas was aso present. Father Peter of
Prague, just after being received by the
Pope, set out for his return trip to Bohemia.
; Along the way, he stopped a Bolsena,
%l where he decided to celebrate Mass in the
- church named in honor of St. Christina
The priest began to celebrate Mass and had
just finished pronouncing the words of
consecration when he saw that the Host
which he held in his hands had been
transformed into living Flesh sprinkled
with red Blood, which spilled onto the
dltar, staining the altar cloth and the
corporal. Thanks to this Miracle, the Lord
strengthened the faith of the priest, who
despite his manifest piety and mora
uprightness, often  nurtured  doubts
concerning the Real Presence of Christ
under the species of the Bread and
consecrated Wine. News of the Miracle
| spread at once, so that both the Pope and
St. Thomas Aquinas could |mmed|ately conflrm the Miracle in person. After a thorough
examination, Pope Urban IV approved the miracle. He then decided to extend the feast of
Corpus Christi, which up to that time had only been a local feast of the -
Diocese of Liegi, to the entire Church universal. The Pope assigned St.
Thomas the task of drawing up the liturgy which was to accompany the
Papa Bull Transiturus de hoc mundo ad Patrem, in which the reasons §#
for which the Eucharist is so important for the life of the Church were E
set out. Itisstill possible today to venerate the Relics of the atar cloth and the corporal stained
with Blood which are preserved in the Cathedral of Orvieto.




(1) 3)

(4) (5) - (6)

(1) Cathedral of St. Christinain Bolsena
(2) The Church of St. Christinain Bolsena, the altar where the Miracle took place
(3) Painting by Francesco Rubbio depicting the Holy Mass of Bolsena,
Collection at the Diocesan Museum of Milan
(4) Painting by Francesco Trevisani
(5) The Cathedra of Orvieto
(6) Reliquary containing the corporal, made by Ugolino di Vieri and associates (1338), Orvieto



ITALY, 1273 Eucharistic Miracle of Offida

D - In 1273, a Lanciano, a woman named
‘ Ricciarella, in order to regain the affection
of her husband Giacomo Stasio, at the
suggestion of a sorceress, came up to Holy
Communion to steal a consecrated Host.
Returning to her house, she put the Host
over afire above an earthenware jar with the
intention of reducing it to powder and then
putting it in her husband’'s food. The Host,
however, was transformed into bleeding

: flesh. Ricciarella, terrified by what was
happenl ng, wrapped up thejar and the bleedlng Host in alinen cloth and then buried it in ahole
under a pile of manure in her husband Giacomo’s stable. Giacomo’s donkey, every time it
entered the stable, knelt down and genuflected towards the place where the miraculous Host
was buried, so much so that it made Giacomo suspect that his wife had inflicted a curse on the
animal. Seven years later Ricciardla, filled with remorse, confessed her horrible sacrilege to
Father Giacomo Diotallevi of Offida, who was prior of the Augustinian monastery in Lanciano
at that time. As the earliest accounts tell us, the woman, in tears, began to shout to the priest:
“I killed God! | killed God!” The priest, when he arrived at the stable, found the wrapped up
bundle intact together with the Relics, which were then handed over to her fellow citizens. To
preserve the Sacred Host, the citizens of Offida made areliquary in the form of aCross. Asan
ancient narrative reports, Brother Michael and a fellow religious brother were sent to a
goldsmith in Venice. Arriving there, they made the goldsmith promise “that he would not tell
anyone what he was about to see and place inside the Cross.” The goldsmith then took the pyx
containing the miraculous Host into his hand, but was immediately overcome with a high fever.
The goldsmith, filled with terror at that point, exclaimed: “What have you brought me, my
brother?” The monk then asked him if by chance he was in the state of mortal sin. The
goldsmith answered “yes,” made his confession, and the fever disappeared immediately. He
then took the pyx, took the Host out of it, and placed it in the Cross. There are numerous
documents which describe the miracle, among which is an authentic copy of a parchment from
the 13th century, transcribed by the notary Giovanni Battista Doria in 1788. There are, in
addition, numerous Papal Bulls, beginning with that of Pope Boniface VIII in 1295, up to that
of Pope Sixtus V in 1585. Today the Relic of the jar and the cloth stained by Blood together
with the Cross containing part of the miraculous Host are exposed in the Church of St
Augustine in Offida. The house of Ricciarella at Lanciano has been in turn converted into a
small chapel. In 1973, the seventh centenary of the Miracle was commemorated, and on May 3
of each year, the citizens of Offida celebrate the anniversary of the Miracle.
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(1) Relics of the Miracle
(2) The earthenware jar where the Miracle took place, Offida
(3) Relic of the Blood-stained linen in which Ricciarellawrapped the miraculous Host
(4) Detail of the Blood-stained linen
(5) Enlarged image of the Relic of the Host contained in this precious Cross made
by a Venetian goldsmith (13th century)



ITALY, 1294 Eucharistic Miracle of Gruaro-Valvasone

AT T In 1294 a young housekeeper from the church
rectory was heading toward the washhouse of
the Versiola to wash the atar-cloth of the
Church of Sant Giusto of Gruaro.
Unexpectedly, the woman noticed that a
consecrated Host had been left by mistake
between the three folds of the atar-cloth, from
which blood was flowing out. Frightened by
this inexplicable event, she ran quickly to
inform the Pastor, who in his turn informed
the Bishop of Concordia, Giacomo
d’ Ottonello of Cividale. Once he corroborated
the facts, the Bishop requested that the altar-
cloth of the Miracle be placed in his Cathedral
at Concordia. But the pastor of Gruaro as well
as the family of the Counts of Valvasone,
patrons of the church in Gruaro and of the one
in Vavasone, wanted to
keep the atar-cloth. No
agreement was reached
and so it was decided to
have recourse to the
Holy See, which in the
end gave authority to
the Counts to preserve
the Relic of the Miracle
in  Valvasone, on
condition that they have
P a church built there in
honor of the Body of Chrlst to be completed by the year 1483. The most
authoritative and the earliest document describing the Miracle is a copy F-
made from the original account by Pope Nicholas V. Each year on Thursday of the 5th Week of
Lent, the citizens of Valvasone commemorate the Miracle. On the Feast of Corpus Christi, the
Relic of the stained altar-cloth is carried in procession together with the Blessed Sacrament.
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(1) In the Church of Corpus Christi at Valvasone
IS preserved the altar-cloth with the Blood-stained linen

(2) Exact site of the brook at Maira where the woman began
to wash the Miraculous altar-cloth

(3) The large monument recalling the Miracle and the
reconciliation between Gruaro and Valvasone

(4) Religuary constructed by aVenetian goldsmith in 1755



I TALY, 1330 Eucharistic Miracle of Cascia

At Cascia, in the Basilica dedicated to
St. Rita, there is preserved the Relic of a
significant Eucharistic Miracle which
took place a Siena in 1330. A priest
had been requested to bring Holy
Communion to a sick peasant. The
priest took a consecrated Host, but
placed it irreverently between the pages
of his breviary and set out for the
peasant’s home. Having arrived at the
sick peasant’s home, after hearing his
confession, the priest opened up his
breviary to take out the Host which he
had placed in it, but to his great surprise,
he noticed that the Host had been stained
with living blood, enough to penetrate
| both pages of the breviary between
. which it had been placed. The priest,
perplexed and penitent, immediately
. went to the Augustinian monastery in
Sienato seek the advice of Father Simon
Fidati, who was from Cascia and was
known by all to be a holy man. When
he heard the priest's account, he
absolved him and requested that he keep
: d the two pages stained with the Precious
Blood. Numerous Popes have promoted the
devotion associated with this Miracle through the
granting of indulgences.

(1) The oldest image of St. Rita

(2) Basilicaof St. Rita



3) (4) Q)

(6) (7)

(3) The old monstrance which contained the Relic of the Miracle

(4) Painting which depicts Blessed Simon Fidati

(5) Relic of the Eucharistic Miracle

(6) Enlarged reproduction of the Face as it appeared on the right page

(7) Enlarged reproduction of the Face as it appeared on the left page



ITALY, 1356 Eucharistic Miracle of M acer ata

At Macerata, in the Cathedral
Church of Mary Assumed into
Heaven and St. Julian, under the
atar of the Blessed Sacrament, it
IS possible to venerate the
“corpora stained with the
Precious Blood.” A parchment
from the 14th century on which
the Miracle is described is
likewise preserved in this church.
An anonymous priest, during
Holy Mass, was filled with strong
doubts about the redlity of
Transubstantiation, and when he
broke the big consecrated Host
before Holy Communion, he saw
living Blood flow out from the
Host, which stained the corporal
and the chalice underneath. The
priest immediately informed the
Bishop, Niccolé of San Martino,
who ordered that the Relic of the
Blood-stained cloth be brought to
the Cathedral. In 1494, one of
the first Confraternities in honor
of the Blessed Sacrament was
founded at Macerata, and it was
here that the pious tradition of the Forty Hours' Devotion was born in 1556. Each year, on the
occasion of the Feast of Corpus Christi, the corporal from the Miracle is carried in procession
behind the Blessed Sacrament.
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(1) View of Macerata
(2) Cathedral of Macerata
(3) Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament, where the Relic is preserved

(4) Relic of the Blood-stained corporal



ITALY, 1472 Eucharistic Miracle of Volterra

In 1472, during the war that broke out between Volterra and Florence, a Florentine soldier who
entered the Cathedral of Volterra managed to take possession of the precious ivory chalice
containing several consecrated Hosts. After he had just left the church, seized by afit of anger
toward the Eucharistic Jesus he threw the ciborium together with its precious contents against a
wall of the church. All
of the hosts fell out of
the  ciborium, and
illuminated by a
mysterious light, they
miraculously rose up in
mid-ar and remained
suspended there for an
. extended period. The
soldier then fell to his
knees out of fear and as
he repented for his deed,
he began to weep. There
were many  withesses
who were present when
this happened. Among
the most authoritative
testimonies which
describe the Miracle, we
. have the account written
by Brother Biagio Lisci,
who was an eyewitness,
. preserved today in the
archives of the Church
of St. Francis, as well as

severd public
testimonies which are
preserved in the

municipal  library  of
Volterra.
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(1) Panorama of the city
(2) View of Volterra
(3) Church of St. Francis

(4) Inside of the cathedral



Italy 1535—-1718 Eucharistic Miracles of Asti

The first Miracle at Asti occurred on July 25, 1535. When a devout priest, Father Domenico
Occdlli, around 7 o' clock in the morning, began to celebrate Holy Mass at the main altar of the
collegiate church of San Secondo, when he came to the breaking of the Host (before Holy
Commmunion), he saw it turn red with living Blood along the entire length of the crack. At
first, Fr. Domenico continued the celebration of the Mass. When he detached the part of the
Host to be placed in the chalice, he saw Blood come out of thisas well. Amazed, heinvited the
faithful attending the Mass to approach the altar to see the Miracle. When the priest took the
Host to consume it, the Blood had disappeared, and the Host had suddenly regained its original
whiteness. This was the series of events which unfolded according to the translation of the
official account sent by the Bishop of Asti, Monsignor Scipione Roero, to the Holy See and
reproduced in the Papal Brief of November 6, 1535, in which Pope Paul |1l granted a plenary
indulgence to al who “on the anniversary of the Miracle visit the Church of San Secondo and
recite three Our Fathers and Hail Marys for the intention of the Holy Father.”

@ 3

(1) Collegiate Church of San Secondo, Asti

(2) Qil painting on canvas (painter unknown, 17th century) depicting the Eucharistic
Miracle which took place in the Collegiate Church of San Secundo in 1535. The
painting is preserved in the Chapel of the Miracle.

(3) Altar of the Crucifixion, aso called the Altar of the Miracle at the Collegiate
Church of San Secondo, built by G. Badarello (end of the 17th century)



On the morning of May 10, 1718, a priest named Father Francesco Scotto made his way to the
Milliavacca Institute for Charitable Works in order to celebrate Mass. It was around 8:00 AM.
The church of the institute was divided into two parts: the front part, where visitors could come
in, and the back part, behind the altar, which was
reserved for the residents. In the front part, that is
in front of the atar, was only the notary, Scipione
Alessandro Ambrogio, who was the Bishop’'s
chancellor and the treasurer of the Institute. In the
back part of the church behind the atar were the
residents. When the priest came to the eevation
of the Host, Ambrogio noticed that the Host was
broken into two parts. Just after the priest lifted
the chalice, thinking that a broken Host could not
be validly consecrated, came up to the altar to
inform the priest, Ambrogio ran immediately into
the sacristy to bring another host. In the
meantime, Father Francesco, the celebrant, lifted
the Host up with his fingers and found it actually
divided precisely in half, and to his infinite
astonishment, saw the longitudinal edge of the
two parts appear red with blood, and moreover,
-, the base of the chalice and
S By e the cup were stained with
blood, with some small drops of bl ood on the corporal itself. Ambrogio,
meanwhile, had arrived with the new host, and observed that the |
consecrated Host was bleeding. He at once began to weep, and ran
immediately to call the canon Argenta, confessor for the institute, Vaglio,
a theologian, and Ferrero, the penitentiary, al of whom were also direct
witnesses of the Miracle. At the same time, the other priests as well as
three doctors from the city arrived on the scene, all of whom confirmed
that the red spots were truly blood. Among those present, one was
afflicted with doubt, thinking that perhaps the blood had dripped from the
nose or the mouth of the priest, but some surgeons who were present, after
close observation, eliminated all doubt on this issue. Afterwards, the
deputy vicar along with the secretary of the curia and the vicar of the B s -
Inquisition, R. Bordino, drafted an official account of the Miracle. Another |mportant proof of
the authenticity of the Miracle comes to us from a document reporting how Monsignor Filippo




Artico, Bishop of Asti, had the chalice and Host of the Miracle examined by several expertsin
physiology, who confirmed the hematic (blood) origin of the red stains. The Milliavacca
Institute for Charitable Works has jealoudly preserved the relics of the Miracle: the chalice with

the blood stains, the Host from the Miracle, though corrupted and reduced to a white film, the
paten, the corporal, and the cup of gold-plated silver.

(4)

(6)

(7)

()

(4) Cathedral of Asti

(5) The Chalice of the Miracleis preserved in the interior of the
Cathedral of Asti, inthe Chapel dedicated to St. Phillip Neri.

(6) Detail of the base of the chalice of the Miracle at the
Milliavacca Institute for Charitable Works.

(7) Milliavacca Institute for Charitable Works, Chalice of the
Miracle of 1718. Noteworthy is the correspondence of the
drops of the Blood on the cup and those at the base of the chalice



I TALY, 1560

Eucharistic Miracle of Morrovalle

At Morrovalle, on the night of April
16" and 17", 1560, during the
Octave of Easter, at around 2
o’ clock in the morning, alay brother
named Angelo Blas was awakened
suddenly by a violent crackling
sound. Looking out from the
window of his cell, he saw that the
church was completely engulfed in
flames and ran at once to inform the
other friars. The fire was put out
after 7 hours and only on the
following days did the work of
clearing away the immense pile of
debris begin. This in itself was no
cause for wonder, but on April 27,
when one of the priests, Father
Battista da Ascoli, was removing a
piece of marble from what had been
- the main altar, he caught sight of the

ciborium in the hole of the wall, with the corporal dightly burned, on which was preserved the
big consecrated Host, still intact and in one piece. Father Battista cried out at the sight of the
Miracle, and many people ran at once to the place where it took place. For three entire days, the
Blessed Sacrament remained exposed for adoration by the faithful. When the Provincial

Superior, Father Evangelista of Morro d’'Alba,
arrived at last, the miraculous Host was placed in
asmall case of ivory. The Bishop of Bertinoro at
that time, Monsignor Ludovico di Forli, was
immediately sent by Pope Pius IV to Morrovalle
to investigate the authenticity of what happened.
Just after receiving the Bishop’s report, Pope Pius
IV judged the occurrence to be beyond every
natural cause and so authorized the devotion
surrounding it with the publishing of the Bull
Sacrosancta Romana Ecclesia (1560).




In accord with the provisions contained in the Papal Bull, the days marking the anniversary of
the fire and of the recovery of the miraculous Host (April 17 and 27 respectively) became feast
days and were called the feast of “the two Perdoni (indulgences).” The Church was then
expanded because of the multitude of the faithful which attended the celebrations. Presently,
the recurrence of the two dates each year is commemorated with Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament and of the reliquary on the main dtar, and the “Perdoni,” that is, the two plenary
indulgences, may be obtained at the church of St. Bartholomew. The miraculous Host was
preserved intact until 1600, but because of historical circumstances, every trace of the
miraculous Host was lost after this date. Today, only the reliquary and the cover of the
ciborium which survived the fire still remain

(1) (2) 3) ” (4)

(1) Monastery with annex at the Church of St. Frances,
where the Miracle took place

(2) Relics of the Miracle
(3) Church of St. Bartholomew

(4) Morrovalle, procession in honor of the miracle



ITALY, 1570 Eucharistic Miracle of Veroli

On Easter of 1570, at the church of St
Erasmus, the consecrated Host, in accord
with the traditional rite, was enclosed in a
silver case of cylindrical shape with a cover
attached by hinges, which was then placed
inside a large chalice used for Mass, also
made of silver, and then covered with a
paten. All of this was then wrapped in an
elegant silk cloth. It should be pointed out
that the exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament in the monstrance was seldom
practiced, even though mention had already
been made of the monstrance at the Council
of Cologne in 1452. There was a custom
A4 for each of the city’s confraternities to
spend an hour of adoration before the
exposed Blessed Sacrament. And so it
happened that those enlisted in the
Confraternity of Mercy, who preceded
those from the Confraternity of Corpus
Christi and those of the Blessed Virgin

s : ~ Mary, dressed in their black outfits, al
knelt down to pray. The most authorltatlve document concerning the Eucharistic Miracle which
then took place was compiled immediately after the events by the local Curia and preserved in
the archives of the church of St. Erasmus. The deposition of a certain Giaccomo Meloni, who
was among the first witnesses present at the Miracle, contains a very detailed description: “And
so, as | raised my eyes toward the chalice, | saw from the cup of the chalice a brilliant star, and
above the star the Blessed Sacrament appeared [...]. The miracle reached its
high point when around the consecrated Host there appeared some infants,
bowed in adoration like little angels...” The Miracle is still commemorated
today with a solemn ceremony in which the Bishop aso participates each year
on Tuesday within the Octave of Easter. The chalice with the paten where the
Blessed Sacrament was exposed has been preserved without interruption among
the reliquaries of the saints, aong with the silver case. The sacred species of
the miraculous Host of Veroli, after about 112 years, were consumed. Every
First Friday of the month, in the church of the Eucharistic Miracle, adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament isheld, and all the other churches are closed at that time.




(1) (2) 3

(4) )

(1) Church of St. Erasmus, Veroli

(2) Chalice and Paten of the Miracle
(3) Chapel where the miracul ous apparition took place
(4) An early painting depicting the Miracle

(5) Document reporting the testimonies written under
oath by each person present at the apparition



I TALY, 1630 Eucharistic Miracle of Canosio

Canosio isasmall village
In the region of the Maira
Valley, in the diocese of
Saluzzo. In 1630, the
population had become
cold in its practice of the
faith, because of the
spread of the Calvinist
heresy. A few days after
the Feast of Corpus
Christi, the stream in the
Maira Valley overflowed
due to heavy rains. The
force of the flood waters
was so great that it
dragged aong with it
huge rocky masses which
were torn away from the
mountain and began to fall in the direction of the valley and the village, putting them in danger.
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