t the end of the XIX century especially in the academic environment, there was a strong
_anticlericalism and Bartolo Longo, after reading the book "The Life of Jesus” of the French
philosopher Ernest Renan, adhered entirely to the anticlerical protest. He took courses in

iterature and Philosophy of some openly anti-Catholic professors, whose lessons were guided by the
dominant positivism, and therefore by the denial of the supernatural. He then got closer to a spiritist
‘movement of satanic type and for about one year and a half he was a "satanic priest'. Afterwards he
converts to Catholicism to the point of becoming one of the founders of the Shrine of Pompeii.

Bartolo Longo is born in Latiano (Brindisi) on February 10, 1841, and dies in Pompeii on October 5,
1926. He spends his youth denying his own Catholic education to get closer to spiritism and satanism.
His life took a sudden turn after he had a night of nightmares. The next day he asked for help to Professor
Vincenzo Pepe, his fellow townsman and a very religious man, who sent him to Father Radente who
belonged to the Dominican Order and became his spiritual director. After a short time Father Redente
was able to have him join the Third Order of Saint Dominic. Characteristically of the Dominican Order
is a special attention given to the prayer of the Holy Rosary and then to Our Lady of the Rosary. Bartolo
Longo developed over time a strong devotion to the Holy Rosary and, finding in it a considerable spiritual
benefit, he wanted to return to his former companions of spiritism to attempt, in vain, to get them on
the right path and convert them. But he did not succeed in this attempt, and was much derided by the
satanists. The first real contact of Bartolo Longo with the inhabitants of Pompeii occurred in 1872, when
he went to the Valley of Pompeii to settle the economic matters between the countess De Fusco and the
tenants of her properties. In this occasion he was able to observe the state of neglect in which the about
1,000 inhabitants of the area lived and noticed in what state of ruin was the Parish of the Most Holy
Savior, a simple and ancient church, whose origins went back to 1093, and around which settled the
first inhabitants of the Pompeiian countryside. One day, wandering through those fields, in the Arpaia
district, Bartolo Longo was taken by much fear regarding the destiny of his soul after death and suddenly
heard a mysterious voice saying to him: “If you promote the Rosary, you will be saved!”. And
immediately afterwards he heard the echo of a distant bell that rang the midday Angelus; thus he knelt
on the bare earth to pray until reaching a great interior peace, which he never experienced before. At
that point he saw even more clearly the mission to accomplish. Thus he began to plan the establishment
of a "pious society" dedicated to the Holy Rosary, to be realized right there in that abandoned valley.
In this period Bartolo Longo developed his most original vision and that was: not only believing in the
possibility of recovery for the children of prisoners, but counting on the fact that, in their turn, they
could save their parents from despair.

Thus in 1892 the first stone was placed for the home of the children of prisoners, It was a difficult task,
because it was hindered by the culture and the positivist science of the time, which did not recognize
the educability of the child of an offender. The work of Bartolo Longo demonstrated the opposite. These
projects were designed to receive and educate all the orphaned or abandoned children and youth, who
did not have points of reference in their family for their own human and social growth.
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{7 Miracle in Manduria: Grace obtained at the vigil of the first Saturday
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Miracle in Rafaela (Argentina): Instantaneous grace obtained for the devotion of

the Fifteen Saturdays on the Feast of the Holy Rosary
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