Apparition of the Virgin Mary in
CARTAGO

COSTARICA, 1635

1 1635, in the city of Cartago, mulattos lived in the so-called Puebla
‘de los Pardos (City of the Half-Breeds), a quarter situated in the
{_eastern zone of the city, shortly after the cross of the Caravaca, which
ented an unmistakable sign for the mulattos because they were not to
surpass the indicated boundary line.

At a short distance from there, among whites and natives, lived a very simple-
minded woman who went into the woods every morning to gather wood. In
this place, on the 2nd of August, the poor mulatto woman found on a rock a
small image carved in the stone. Juana Pereira, unaware of the importance " = e TR
of this finding, picked it up, brought it home and putit ina case. Atnoon, the s
woman returned to the woods and again found the image on the stone. Having existence becs g

admired it, she picked it up, thinking that it was another similar to the previous e
one, and she brought it home. When she opened the case, to put it away

together with the first, she discovered, to her great surprise, that the first
image was no longer there! Her bewilderment increased when, returning for
the third time to the woods, again she found the image on the same stone. She
again took it and brought it home one more time, where she verified yet again
that the stone image was no longer there. The young woman was so frightened
at that point that she ran to the priest to whom she recounted what happened
and to whom she gave the image. The priest placed it in a case promising that,
he would examine it as soon as he had time.
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in that place and so they worked to build her a retreat in that spot. The Shrine
was constructed thanks to the support of the colonists, many of whom had
cocoa plantations.

In 1777 the work for the present day altar was initiated, whose incisions of
stylized leaves surrounded a carving that represents a large berry of cocoa
under which another one, still growing, is found.

The decking with flowers of
the streets in honor of the
Blessed Mother who is cele-
brated on the 2nd of August

“because of his veneration for the Angels and of his special love
for the Mother of Christ.” In 1216 Pope Honorius Ill granted a
plenary indulgence to those who would visit the church on its
titular feast day, the 2nd of August. The apparitions in Costa
Rica, nation of which Saint Mary of the Angels is the patroness,
began on the 2nd of August 1635
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