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Chapter VI 
 
 
 

Where  
is the Holy 

Mass 
celebrated? 
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Bel f ry   
Main door  
Bulletin board 
Holy Water font 
Baptismal font 
Nave 
Confessional 
Side Chapel 
Tabernacle 
Cross 

Sanctuary 
Altar 
Ambo 
Presider’s chair 
Pulpit 
Sacristy 
Statue 
Murals and sacred images  
Stained glass windows 
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66   What do we mean by sacred buildings: churches? 
 
        Churches are: 
 
         
        God’s houses, a symbol that the Church is alive in that particular place,  
        as well as being a symbol of his heavenly dwelling. 
 
 
        Places of prayer where the Eucharist is celebrated and in which Christ, 
        who is really present, day and night in the tabernacle, is adored. 
 
 
        Houses of the Christian community where the faithful gather to pray, to 
        listen to God’s Word, to sing the praises of the Lord and, in some instances, 
        to share their problems and search for solutions for different aspects of their 
        daily lives. 
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67    What are the privileged places that are used for the celebration of the 
 Holy Mass? 
 
 The altar. 
         This is a symbol of Christ himself, present as a sacrificial victim (altar-sacrifice on  
         the Cross) and as the heavenly food that is given to us (altar-Eucharistic table).The  
         altar is the holiest part of the temple and is elevated to show that God’s work is 
         superior to all that of men and women. The linen cloths (altar cloths) that cover the 
         altar indicate the purity that is necessary if we are to welcome God.  The altar is 
         dedicated to Him alone, just as the Church is, and cannot be used for other purposes. 
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            The ambo. 
          This is where the Word of God is proclaimed. 
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